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See MESSAGE, page 3

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

Ordinarily, 
models and 
examples for 

life are important peo-
ple in the Bible (like 
Jesus, Mary, Paul) 
or in the world (like 
an athlete, a teacher, 
a Christian friend, a 
grandparent). God’s Word surprises 
us, in Prov. 30:24-28, with various 
creatures to serve as our models in 
this life, pests that I would just as soon 
stomp on or chase out of the house with 
a broom — ants, rock badgers, locusts 
and lizards. 

What lessons do these proverbial crea-
tures have for you? All of them have 
something to demonstrate regarding 
the life of the child of God. The holy 
writer prefaces the lessons they teach 
with this nugget:

Every word of God proves true; he is 
a shield to those who take refuge in 
him. (v. 5) 

Later, he follows with this: 
Four things on earth are small, but 
they are exceedingly wise. (v. 24)

The writer begins with the creaturely 
wisdom of the ant: 

The ants are a people not strong, 
yet they provide their food in the 
summer. (v. 25) 

Ants gather up food in the summer; 
it’s good for them in the summer, but 
they’re also storing some food away for 
the winter. The lesson from this pest? 
The ant knows what time it is in life. 

Many people do not. Some people live 
in the past, when they claim life was 
better and people were smarter. Other 
people live entirely for the present: 
“Eat, drink and be merry, for tomor-
row I may die.” Still others live for the 

future: “Next year, when I graduate, 
I’ll get away from my unreasonable 
parents,” or, “When retirement comes 
in three years, then I’ll have it made.” 

The ant teaches us about storing up the 
Word of God. We need it now, in the 
“summer” of life. God’s Word is good 
and nourishing and easily accessible 
for us right now, but winter is com-
ing, when things get tougher for us. 
Maybe that “winter” is cancer, another 
year of poor crops, job loss because of 
COVID-19, or the loss of a loved one 
because of the virus. The instruction 
and promises from God’s sacred Word 
that we have stored up in our hearts 
and minds help us to get through such 
winters of life. 

Know what time it is in life! Studying 
and relishing God’s Word now, making 
time for it now, helps you now and in 
the wintry time of life. 

Next creature, the rock badger: 
The rock badgers are a people not 
mighty, yet they make their homes in 
the cliffs. (v. 26)

Learning at the feet of 
proverbial creatures
Part I
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KINGDOM WORK  
CARRIES ON 
In time of trial …

Rev. Thomas Brown, senior 
pastor of Zion, Mitchell,  
preaches for online service.

Rev. James Wilshusen (top row, 
center), pastor of Emanuel,  
Sisseton, and Zion, Waubay, leads 
his congregations in Bible study.

Rev. Samuel Handschke, associate pastor of Faith, 
Pierre, leads online Bible study for his congregation. 
He is joined by his daughter, Anna.Rev. Andrew 

Wolfgram, 
pastor of St. 
John,  
Groton, and 
Zion, Ando-
ver, leads 
his congre-
gations in a 
hymn.

Rev. David Lindenberg, 
pastor of Peace, Rapid 

City, does a children’s 
talk for the congre-
gation’s preschool.

Rev. Jordon  
Andreasen, pastor of Our 

Savior, Aberdeen, and  
St. John, Columbia,  

leads a parking  
lot service. 

From left, Rev. Jer-
emy Richert, pastor 
of Holy Cross, Dako-
ta Dunes, and Rev. 
Michael Kumm lead 
on-site service at 
Holy Cross, with at-
tendees practicing 
social distancing.



JUNE-JULY 2020  /  3

DISTRICT NEWS

VACANCIES 
▶  Hill City/Custer, Our Savior’s/Our  

Redeemer
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, Holy Cross/ 

Trinity/Immanuel
▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate)

▶  Spearfish, St. Paul’s
▶  White/Aurora, Zion/First English
▶  Winner/Hamill/Reliance, Christ/Zion/

Trinity

Call  
Information

Send submissions for the  
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the September issue is  
July 15. 

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

The lesson from this creature? The 
rock badger knows where its strength 
is — not in itself, but in the rocks and 
crags of the cliffs. Even the strongest 
rock badger, a rather small and de-
fenseless creature (about the size of a 
prairie dog), is dead meat if it wanders 
onto the prairie. It’s easy pickings for a 
coyote or other predator. 

We must know where our strength 
lies, and it’s surely not in ourselves or 
in other people or things! No, God is 
our Maker, Redeemer, Sanctifier and 
Keeper. He is our “refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. There-

fore we will not fear though the earth 
gives way” (Ps. 46:1-2b). 

Note that the psalmist says “though” 
and not “if.” Bad stuff will happen, but 
God is our refuge and strength. Is! As 
true as the bad stuff is, it’s just as true 
that God is our refuge. To Him we flee. 

The security you have is the security 
of God Himself. Go to Him and cling 
to Him, for forgiveness through Jesus’ 
saving work in sorrow and in times of 
need. He shelters you. Without Him, 
like a rock badger wandering away 
from the rocks, you have no security 
whatsoever. 

Next time, we learn at the feet of the 
locust (v. 27) and the lizard (v. 28).

St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Draper, celebrat-
ed 110 years as a con-
gregation with a potluck, 
service and fellowship on 
Saturday, Nov. 23, 2019. 
Rev. Ray Greenseth serves 
St. Paul’s as pastor.

St. Paul’s  
celebrates

110 years

LCMS has resources  
for COVID-19 available
The Lutheran 
Church—Mis-
souri Synod has 
a webpage with 
resources to help 
congregations and 
members navigate the the 
COVID-19 pandemic at lcms.org/
coronavirus.

The page was recently updated with a 
video message from Rev. Dr. Matthew 
C. Harrison, LCMS president. Harrison 
describes the tireless efforts church 
workers have made during the many 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and encourages congregational mem-
bers to support and thank their church 
workers.

The page also has prayers, daily video 
devotions, study-aids and many more 
resources for congregations, schools 
and families.
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By Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota District President

This COVID-19 pandemic will not be 
able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord! 

As I write this, school buildings have 
been closed for the rest of the school 
year. Teachers are working online 
with their students, making sure the 
children get the education needed to 
advance to the next grade, Churches are 
holding services through Facebook Live 
and YouTube. High schools are being 
creative as to how to hold graduation 
— I’ve heard of some having online 
ceremonies, and some drive-thru. 

Restaurants have either closed or they 
are offering carry-out, curbside or 
delivery service. Malls are closed. All 
sporting events are canceled. 

I’ve also noticed that families are 
spending time together. Bible stud-

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Rom. 8:38-39

With love from Lisa

for his good

ies are being done online. Some are 
making masks for hospitals, making 
phone calls, sending notes, completing 
puzzles, playing games, making meals 
and eating together, cleaning closets, 
worshiping together — and realizing 
what is important. We don’t know 
what the future holds, but we know 
who holds the future. God can use this 
situation for His good! 

And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according 
to his purpose. — Rom. 8:28 NIV 

Saying farewell as president
It is amazing to believe that four years 
have passed by since you elected me as 
your district president. God has used 
this time for His good in so many ways. 
Conventions are always a highlight for 
me as we choose new mission grants, 
hear how our mite offerings have bless-

ed people around our state and world, 
build relationships with LWML sisters, 
participate in Bible study, worship with 
Holy Communion, to name a few of my 
favorites. It was disappointing to have 
to cancel this year’s convention, but I 
know God will bless us through it all. I 
want to thank the Executive Commit-
tee, Lori Hoffmann (meeting manager) 
and the Yankton Zone host committee 
for all the time and effort that was put 
into the planning. 

Other highlights for me have been 
attending events with so many of you, 
serving with you at Orphan Grain 
Train, the road trip to Harvest Winds 
sewing factory in Parmalee, deliver-
ing mission grant checks to so many 
organizations on your behalf, work-
ing with your amazing and talented 
Board of Directors, praying for you, 
communicating with you through the 
HiLites, representing you at the LWML 
Presidents Assembly, and carrying the 
banner at the LWML conventions in 
Albuquerque and Mobile. 

I know I wasn’t a perfect president, but 
I was honored to have the opportunity 
to grow in His love as I answered His 
call. 

And I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I 
am! Send me.” — Is. 6:8 

It always warmed my heart when 
people would see me at a store or an 
LWML event and stop to say hello 
or tell me that they enjoy reading my 
article each month. Each of you is an 
important part of God’s family as Lu-
theran Women in Mission in the South 
Dakota District, and I am thankful to 
have served with you. 

I thank my God in all my remem-
brance of you, always in every prayer 
of mine for you all making my prayer 
with joy, because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until 
now. And I am sure of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. — Phil. 1:3-6 

Lisa Asmus, right, 
chats with Mary 
Hamilton, Grants 
and Foundations 
coordinator for 
LCMS Mission Ad-
vancement, in 2018 
while Lisa visited 
the LCMS Interna-
tional Center in St. 
Louis to provide 
monetary gifts 
from South Dakota 
District mission 
grants. Continued on next page
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Dear Lutheran Women in Mission  
of the South Dakota District,

I have to admit, I’m struggling to 
come up with the appropriate 
words to express my gratitude 

for allowing me the opportunity to 
serve you as pastoral counselor for 
the last six years. It’s hard to believe 
that my term of service is coming to a 
close, even as I was afforded a bonus 
two years to be your “senior” senior 
counselor. 

The LWML has been a part of my life 
for such a long time, with my mom’s 
involvement when I was a kid. Who would have thought 
that an 8-year-old boy attending his first LWML conven-
tion in Rapid City would eventually serve as LWML South 
Dakota District pastoral counselor? 

Your love for our savior, Jesus, and the mission of God to 
“make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19) has invigorated 
a renewed spirit and focus on mission and outreach for me. 
The LWML has opened up a whole new world of opportu-
nities and resources to share the love of God in Christ Jesus 
through creative mercy and mission projects, both near and 
far. For that, I thank you! 

The LWML has been such a huge support for me, as my 
home district helped put me through college and seminary 

Rev. Steve  
Weispfennig
LWML District  
Counselor

en route to becoming a pastor. My wife 
has fondly referred to the LWML as my 
“girlfriends” since our seminary days, 
when we would get random checks in 
the mail from some LWML group or 
society, simply because of their love for 
Gospel ministry. It will be different not 
getting together with my “girlfriends” 
for LWML weekends, events and 
conventions — at least not in the same 
way as I have for the last six years. I 
am grateful for all the different women 
that I have gotten to serve with, and for 
their influence in shaping my continued 
growth and development as a pastor. 

As I write this, we are in the midst of 
the COVID- 19 pandemic, which has 
canceled our district convention. As a 
result, I won’t be able to thank you and 
say farewell in person. We were looking 
forward to “seeing” you in Yankton to 
“set our eyes on Jesus.” But no virus, 
social distancing or death can ever “sep-
arate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 

So this does not mean that this is good-
bye — rather, it’s aufwiedersehen. This 
formal German goodbye literally means 
“until we see again.” I look forward to 
that day when we will once again be 
able to gather and see each one another. 

Thank you again for your love, dedica-
tion and focus on serving the Lord and 
His mission for “all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 2:5). 

In Christ • Pastor Steve

My prayer for our district moving 
forward is that no matter what we do, 
we are led by the Holy Spirit as we set 
our eyes on Jesus and share His love 
with the world. I encourage you to 
continue to be “Held by God’s Word” 
and Sacraments (when you are able to 
participate in Holy Communion again); 
be “Inspired to share His Gospel” with 
others; and look for ways to use your 
gifts and talents to serve the Lord as 

WITH LOVE FROM LISA  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

you are “Surrounded by His Grace.” 

Set your eyes on Jesus as you collect 
your mite offerings, pray that it will 
bless the recipient. Have the list of 
district mission grants and LWML 
mission grants near your mite box so 
you can pray for one of them as you add 
your offering, and as you welcome oth-
ers to join you for your Bible study or 
servant event. If others aren’t available 

when you meet, consider changing your 
time or starting another group at a time 
that works for them. It is easy to get 
stuck in the “this-is-the-way-we-have-
always-done-it” mode. You need to ask 
yourself which is more important. Set 
your eyes on Jesus.

While none of us is perfect, we are for-
given! Jesus bore the price of our sin on 
the cross. Let us give thanks to the Lord 
by responding to His love with love!

I look forward to seeing you at future 
LWML South Dakota District events. 
To God be the glory!

I thank my 
God in all my 
remembrance 
of you, always 
in every prayer 
of mine for 
you all making 
my prayer with 
joy, because 
of your 
partnership 
in the gospel 
from the first 
day until now.” 
— Phil. 1:3-5
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

I hope, by the time you read this dear 
friends in Christ, that we are all out 
and about enjoying each other’s 

company, worshiping 
together in our church-
es and fulfilling our 
individual vocations, 
wherever those duties 
call us. As I write this, 
however, we are still 
social distancing and 
working from home. 

A fair share of my 
work in ministry can 
be done pretty much 
anywhere, but my favorite part has 
been missing. As hard as it can be in 
times of crisis, my favorite part of min-
istry is visitation. I am always blessed 
by my time with folks around God’s 
Word in their homes, at a local diner, 
the hospital or a nursing home. Now, I 
am especially distant from my shut-in 
members who are remaining indoors at 
home or in the nursing home. 

Don’t get me wrong, this is necessary 
for their safety, for my safety and for the 
safety of the workers at the care facili-
ties. I’m not complaining, just mourn-
ing the distance because I know that 

some of those precious people don’t 
have too many more days left on this 
side of heaven. Not only are their days 

few, but they will be 
difficult as those folks 
lose strength, abilities 
and awareness. As 
their health fails and 
they need a higher lev-
el of care, some have 
family members who 
become overwhelmed 
and withdraw. I miss 
being able to encour-
age them with a favor-

ite psalm or Gospel lesson, the Lord’s 
Prayer, Holy Communion or a blessing. 

The battle is still raging over abortion 
— possibility even more now in the 
midst of our struggle against Corona-
virus — and the unborn should always 
be in our prayers. Nevertheless, we 
remember that life — birth to death, 
font to grave — is our daily mission. 

At this time of extreme pressure, re-
member the elderly in your prayers. Or-
ganize a card outreach at your church 
and encourage others to send cards to 
your shut-ins and aged members in 
their homes. Remind them that they 

are loved, and never alone in Christ and 
as part of His body. Call, if you can, just 
to let them know you remember their 
names and faces and the way they have 
blessed your congregation. Remind 
them of their savior. Sing “Jesus Loves 
Me” (LSB #588) over the phone. Or call 
— and listen. 

At this strange time, you might hear 
someone say that he remembers grow-
ing up in the depression, or that her 
sister survived polio, or that his mom 
worked in a factory while his dad was 
in the war. You will hear someone say 
that we will endure this hardship. And 
they will tell you it was the Lord that 
got them through. I hear it all the time, 
and I always look forward to more. 

Your friend and 
fellow worker, 
Pastor Chris  
Navurskis 

Pastor Navurskis 
serves as pastor 
of Mount Calvary, 
Huron, and is life 
coordinator of the 
South Dakota District. He can be reached 
at pcnavurskis@gmail.com.

At this time of extreme pressure, 
remember the elderly in your 
prayers. … Call, if you can, just 
to let them know you remember 
their names and faces and the 
way they have blessed your 
congregation. Remind  
them of their savior.”

Love and care for our seniors
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MISSION RECEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts for the  
three months ending April 14, 2020, compared to the three months ending April 14, 2019

City, Congregation Comm.   2020  3 months  3 months         Avg/Per Comm. 
 Members   Intention 2020  2019   2020          2019 City, Congregation Comm.   2020  3 months  3 months         Avg/Per Comm. 

 Members   Intention 2020  2019   2020          2019

Circuit 1 – Aberdeen
Aberdeen, Our Savior  324  10,000  3,020  2,520  9.32  7.78 
Aberdeen, St. John   88  12,500  3,446  2,834  39.16  32.20 
Aberdeen, St. Paul  826  –  8,333  13,495  10.09  16.34 
Andover, Zion  106  –  –  –  –  –   
Britton, St. John  154  –  7,000  –  45.45  –   
Columbia, St. John  106  7,750  1,938  –  18.28  –   
Cresbard, Concordia  58  2,150  –  525  –  9.05 
Doland, Redeemer  43  –  1,000  1,000  23.26  23.26 
Ferney, St. Paul  162  –  2,119  –  13.08  –   
Groton, St. John  299  10,000  2,862  3,504  9.57  11.72 
Leola, St. Paul  48  –  –  –  –  –   
Mansfield, Trinity  273  23,500  4,307  –  15.78  –   
Redfield, Messiah  152  500  –  –  –  –   
Stratford, St. Paul  43  4,000  1,000  1,000  23.26  23.26 
Wecota, Immanuel  86  6,800  1,778  1,718  20.67  19.98 
Circuit 1 totals  2,768  $77,200  $36,803  $26,596  13.30  9.61

Circuit 2 – Watertown
Aurora, First English  31  1,000  –   –  –  –   
Brookings, Mount Calvary  372  38,000  10,021  9,308  26.94  25.02 
Brookings, Peace  236  –  –  660  –  2.80 
Corona, Trinity  147  –  –  –  –  –   
Flandreau, Redeemer  38  3,000  750  750  19.74  19.74 
Milbank, Bethlehem  62  500  –  –  –  –   
Milbank, Emanuel  569  23,375  3,259  4,280  5.73  7.52 
Revillo, St. John  130  5,000  –  1,791  –  13.78 
Sisseton, Emanuel  161  –  –  1,050  –  6.52 
Watertown, Mount Olive  381  30,700  7,675  7,675  20.14  20.14 
Waubay, Zion  118  –  –  1,689  –  14.31 
White, Zion  78  –  1,103  –  14.14  –   
Wilmot, Our Savior  173  –  770   740  4.45  4.28 
Circuit 2 totals  2,496  $101,575  $23,578  $27,943  9.45  11.20

Circuit 3 – Pierre
Blunt, Trinity  38  –  500  1,000  13.16  26.32 
Draper, St. Paul  22  –  250  –  11.36  –   
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  222  6,500  –  –  –  –   
Harrold, Immanuel  20  600  –  –  –  –   
Lebanon, Christ  23  300  –  –  –  –   
Midland, St. Peter  40  –  674  969  16.85  24.23 
Murdo, Messiah  75  3,000  300  600  4.00  8.00 
Norris, St. John  68  2,500  90  –  1.32  –   
Onida, Holy Cross  110  –     –  1,600  –  14.55 
Pierre, Faith  1,488  45,000  11,250  11,250  7.56  7.56 
Presho, Zion  95  1,500  –  1,500  –  15.79 
Reliance, Trinity  39  –  –  –  –  –   
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission   –     283  325  –  –   
Circuit 3 totals  2,240   $59,400  $13,347  $17,244  5.96  7.70

Circuit 4 – Black Hills
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  382  –   1,000  1,000  2.62  2.62 
Creighton, Emmanuel  52  –  –  –  –  –   
Custer, Our Redeemer  195  3,000  3,960  –  20.31  –   
Deadwood, Grace  73  –  433  650  5.93  8.90 
Hill City, Our Savior  23  –  –  –  –  –   
Hot Springs, Bethesda  301  7,000  1,750  1,750  5.81  5.81 
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  –  –  –  –  –   
Rapid City, Bethlehem  447  26,930  8,977  9,738  20.08  21.79 
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  120  2,100  485  515  4.04  4.29 
Rapid City, Peace  522  –  7,834  5,661  15.01  10.84 
Rapid City, Zion  869  –  4,750  2,375  5.47  2.73 
Spearfish, St Paul  345  41,000  41,000  40,500  118.84  117.39 
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  27  –  1,806  2,095  66.89  77.59 
Wall, First    203  –  –  –  –  –   
Circuit 4 totals  3,609  $80,030  $71,995  $64,284  19.95  17.81

Circuit 5 – Mitchell
Armour, Redeemer  223  8,000  2,000  2,000  8.97  8.97 
Chamberlain, Zion  401  –  1,605  –  4.00  –   
Delmont, Zion  96  16,000  4,000  –  41.67  –   
Dimock, Immanuel  169  19,000  –  3,394  –  20.08 
Emery, St. Peter  73  –  1,747  2,004  23.93  27.45 
Gregory, St. John  263  3,885  –  –  –  –   
Hamill, Zion  33  –  –  –  –  –   
Huron, Mount Calvary  771  –  7,940  20,493  10.30  26.58 
Mitchell, Zion  590  29,350  7,335  7,335  12.43  12.43 
Parkston, Faith  195  10,000  1,700  1,700  8.72  8.72 
Plankinton, St. Paul  174  8,000  2,000  2,000  11.49  11.49 
Tripp, Emmaus  64  –  –  1,500  –  23.44 
White Lake, Trinity  100  8,000  2,800  3,150  28.00  31.50 
Wessington Sprgs, Zion   75  –  650  650  8.67  8.67 
Winner, Christ  73  –  –  –  –  –   
Wolsey, St. John  216  –  1,380  2,117  6.39  9.80 
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  11  –  –  –  –  –   
Circuit 5 Totals  3,527  $102,235  $33,157  $46,343  9.40  13.14 

Circuit 6 – Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin  81  –  –  –  –  –   
Canistota, Zion  229  –  1,387  –  6.06  –   
Emery, St. John  51  –  –  –  –  –   
Freeman, St. Paul  281  9,000  2,063  2,236  7.34  7.96 
Hartford, Trinity  97  –  –  –  –  –   
Howard, St. John  115  –  4,570  –  39.74  –   
Madison, Our Savior  210  3,600  900  300  4.29  1.43 
Marion, Bethesda  61  2,500  –  1,500  –  24.59 
Menno, Immanuel  63  4,500  615  285  9.76  4.52 
Montrose, St. John  88  –  –  –  –  –   
Parker, First English  43  2,000  –  1,810  –  42.09 
Scotland, St. Paul  36  –  150  150  4.17  4.17 
Spencer, Trinity  77  –  –  –  –  –   
Wentworth, St. Peter  183  7,750  1,957  2,015  10.69  11.01 
Circuit 6 Totals  1,615  $29,350  $11,642  $8,296  7.21  5.14

Circuit 7 – Sioux Falls
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  296  13,200  3,300  2,200  11.15  7.43 
Sioux Falls, Christ  90  1,500  375  375  4.17  4.17 
Sioux Falls, Faith  609  43,500  10,875  10,500  17.86  17.24 
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  179  –  3,000  3,000  16.76  16.76 
Sioux Falls, Memorial  729  39,500  7,028  5,334  9.64  7.32 
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  320  –  –  –  –  –   
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  227  –  2,500  2,500  11.01  11.01 
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  35  –  –  –  –  –   
Sioux Falls, Zion  637  40,000  10,000  16,000  15.70  25.12 
Tea, Risen Savior  97  8,400  2,481  1,322  25.58  13.63 
Circuit 7 Totals  3,219  $146,100  $39,559  $41,231  12.29  12.81

Circuit 8 – Yankton
Alcester, Peace  129  3,000  1,166  1,092  9.04  8.47 
Avon, Zion  191  5,000  1,250  1,300  6.54  6.81 
Centerville, First English  100  2,000  553  590  5.53  5.90 
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  169  –  5,577  4,060  33.00  24.02 
Fairfax, Trinity  88  4,500  –  –  –  –   
Hurley, Zion  40  2,750  –  685  –  17.13 
Springfield, Our Savior  28  –  –  –  –  –   
Tyndall, St. John  128  2,500  –  –  –  –   
Utica, Martinus  68  1,500  533  423  7.84  6.22 
Vermillion, Concordia  83  –  2,160  2,160  26.02  26.02 
Wagner, St. John  254  9,000  2,250  2,250  8.86  8.86 
Yankton, St. John  1,067  53,000  4,417  13,250  4.14  12.42 
Circuit 8 Totals  2,345  $83,250  $17,906  $25,810  7.64  11.01

GRAND TOTALS  21,819  $679,140  $247,987  $257,747  11.37  11.81
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LCMS Staff Editor, Writer

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) has a sug-
gestion for how to spend some of your free time during the 

pandemic: memorize verses of Scripture together!

On March 25, Director of LCMS Worship and International 
Center (IC) Chaplain Rev. Sean Daenzer issued the Psalm 91 
Challenge over LCMS social media, encouraging members of 
the Synod to memorize the psalm over a couple of weeks.

LCMS Communications decided to take the opportunity to 
launch a memory initiative that had been in the works for 
several months.

“Psalm 1 teaches us that it is blessed to meditate on the Word 
of God day and night,” said Dr. Kevin Armbrust, director of 
Editorial for LCMS Communications. “We in Communications 
had been talking about providing a Bible passage each week for 
the Synod to meditate on and memorize together. Our unity is 
in Christ and in His Word, so we wanted to provide an oppor-
tunity for the people of the LCMS to be united in memorizing 
Scripture.

“When Chaplain Daenzer started encouraging us to memorize 
some psalms, we knew this was the perfect opportunity to 
begin posting a weekly memory verse.”

Starting the first week of Easter, a new memory verse will be 
added weekly at lcms.org/memoryverse and shared on LCMS 
social media, including its Facebook page, facebook.com/
TheLCMS..

The verses will be selected primarily from the Gospels and epis-
tles. Most of the selections will be short, just one or two verses 
at a time.

Daenzer said that memorizing Scripture is a valuable practice 
for Christians, even in a digital age.

“We’re so connected with everything digitally, and we have 

information at our fingertips,” Daenzer 
said. “But if that were to ever go out, 
what would we know? Almost nothing.

“When Jonah was in the belly of the 
whale, it was too late to pull out his Bi-
ble. It was too late to grab his catechism 
and his hymnal. … The great Song of 
Jonah in Chapter 2 is nothing but pieces 
of the psalms stitched together. They’re 
his childhood memory verses and bed-
time prayers that he was able to use in 
the total darkness of the whale to pray 
faithfully, to bring God’s Word to bear 
on his situation, and to comfort himself 
in the midst of great distress.

“And that’s exactly why we learn the 
Scriptures now: We never know when 
persecution may come, when technology 
or even access to Bibles and churches 
may go away. We’re getting a taste of 
that now in the quarantine time. So, it 
drives home the point that we need to 
have Scripture … on our hearts and our 
minds.”

For God so  
loved the world  
that he gave his  
only Son...

Scripture memory  
    challenge is on!G
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Tips for effective 
memorization 
from Chaplain 
Daenzer
v  Small, short bites, repeated 

many times, are way better than 
one giant “cram” session. Take 
two minutes every night and 
say it through twice together, or 
once in the morning and once 
in the evening.

v  Music always helps us to 
memorize more easily and then 
to retain it. Sing anything that 
can be sung, either to a tune 
you know, or to a simple tone 
like one of the psalm tones in 
the hymnal.

v  If you have a Bible translation 
that you’ve started memorizing 
in, don’t feel like you have to 
switch translations whenever a 
new one comes along. Whatever 
you’re familiar with will be just 
fine.


